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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. Claim 4 recites a first frame member having a plurality of ear portions (line 4) and 
a retaining ridge having a plurality of ear portions corresponding to clamp holes for engaging the 
retaining ridge against the first frame member. How do the ear portions on the first frame 
correspond with the retaining ridge to secure the reel and the crane together? For the purpose of 
examination, it will be assumed that the first frame member comprises a plurality of clamp holes 
which engage with the ear portions on the retaining ridge to secure the reel and the crane 
together. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rodriguez (US 
5,178,717). Rodriguez discloses a double-sided adhesive tape dispenser comprising a main 
frame (Figure 2, pressing frame 38) for mounting rotatably an adhesive tape roll (Figure 2, 
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supply roller 15) thereon; a guide roller (Figure 2, transfer roller 13) rotatably mounted on the 
main frame; and a driven roller (Figure 2, press roller 14) rotatably mounted on the main frame 
and positioned parallel to the guide roller, the driven roller having an outer surface engaging 
against that of the guide roller to be driven by the guide roller to roll (column 4, lines 6-13). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Luhman et al 
(US 5,759,342) in view of Rodriguez (US 5,178,717). Luhman et al. disclose an adhesive tape 
dispenser (Figure 1, dispenser 15) comprising a main frame (Figure 1, frame 20) for mounting 
rotatably an adhesive tape roll (Figure 1, tape hub 26) thereon and a guide roller (Figure 1, guide 
roller 24) rotatably mounted on the main frame. Luhman et al does not disclose an adhesive 
tape dispenser which is capable of dispensing double-sided adhesive tape nor an adhesive tape 
dispenser which includes a driven roller rotatably mounted on the main frame and positioned 
parallel to the guide roller such that the driven roller has an outer surface engaging against that of 
the guide roller to be driven by the guide roller to roll. Rodriguez discloses double-sided 
adhesive tape dispenser (abstract) which includes a driven roller (Figure 2, press roller 14) 
rotatably mounted on the main frame and positioned parallel to the guide roller (Figure 2, 
transfer roller 14) such that the driven roller has an outer surface engaging against that of the 
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guide roller to be driven by the guide roller to roll (column 4, lines 6-13). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the adhesive tape 
dispenser of Luhman et al. to include a driven roller rotatably mounted on the main frame and 
positioned parallel to the guide roller such that the driven roller has an outer surface engaging 
against that of the guide roller to be driven by the guide roller to roll as suggested by Rodriguez 
to enable the adhesive tape dispenser to dispense either single-sided or double-sided adhesive 
tape. 

As to Claim 2, the references as combined (see Luhman et al.) disclose a tape dispenser 
(Figure 1, dispenser 15) wherein the main frame comprises a crane (Figure 1, crane 20) and a 
reel (Figure 1, tape hub 26), the crane (Figure 2, frame members 22 and 24) having a circular 
hole for the reel inserting through to enable the reel to fixedly engage against the crane to mount 
the tape roll on the reel (column 6, lines 1-45). 

As to Claim 3, the references as combined (see Luhman et al.) disclose a tape dispenser 
wherein the crane (Figure 1, crane 20) comprises a plurality of clamp holes (Figure 2, slots 78) 
formed around the circular hole; the reel (Figure 2, table hub 26) comprises a plurality of ear 
portions (Figure 2, ear portions 82) corresponding to the clamp holes for engaging the clamp 
holes to enable the reel to be fixed on the crane (column 6, lines 1-45). 

7. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Luhman et 
al. (US 5,759,342) and Rodriguez (US 5,178,717) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of Clements (US 6,296,033) and Knoner (US 3,709,760). The references as combined (see 
Luhman et al.) disclose a tape dispenser wherein the guide roller (Figure 1, guide roller 34) 



Application/Control Number: 10/679,347 Page 5 

Art Unit: 1734 

comprises a first internal roller (Figure 2, roller shaft 62) and a first external roller (Figure 2, 
central bearing hub 34a and roller surface 34b), the first internal roller being received in the first 
external roller and being rotatably mounted on the main frame by a conventional fastener 
(column 5, lines 48-51). The references as combined are silent as to the conventional fastener 
being a rivet. It is well known and conventional in the mechanical apparatus art, as disclosed by 
Clements (Figure 5, fastener 23), to utilize rivets to fasten structural members of a frame 
together. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to mount the first internal roller to the main frame of the references as combined via a 
conventional rivet as suggested by Clements; rivets being well established in the mechanical 
apparatus art for fasten structural members of a frame together. Also, the references as 
combined do not disclose the first external roller as having a plurality of concavoconvex 
indentures formed on an outer surface thereof in a predetermined pattern. It is well known and 
conventional in the tape dispenser art, as disclosed by Knoner (Figure 2, knurled metal roll 20; 
column 4, lines 8-14), to utilize a roller having a plurality of indentions formed on an outer 
surface thereof to contact the tacky side of an adhesive tape with minimal adherence of the tape 
to the roll. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the outer surface of the first external roller of the references as combined to 
include a plurality of concavoconvex indentions as suggested by Knoner to enable the roller to 
effectively dispense the double-sided adhesive tape with minimal adherence of the tape to its 
surface. 

As to Claim 8, the references as combined (see Rodriguez) disclose an adhesive tape 
dispenser wherein the driven roller (Figure 2, press roller 14) is positioned above the guide roller 
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(Figure 2, transfer roller 13). The references as combined do not disclose an adhesive tape 
dispenser wherein the driven roller comprises a second internal roller and a second external 
roller, the second internal roller being received in the second external roller and being rotatably 
mounted on the main frame by a rivet. When modifying the adhesive tape dispenser of Luhman 
et al. as noted above include a driven roller rotatably mounted on the main frame to enable the 
adhesive tape dispenser to dispense either single-sided or double-sided adhesive tape, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to mount the 
driven roller in a similar manner to that of the guide roller (see Claim 7). 

8. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Luhman et al. (US 
5,759,342) and Rodriguez (US 5,178,717) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Antonson (US 4,582,558). The references as combined do not disclose an adhesive tape 
dispenser which includes an auxiliary roller pivotably mounted on the main frame, the auxiliary 
roller being parallel to the guide roller and the driven roller and positioned below the guide roller 
for holding the tape dispenser from the tape roll. Antonson discloses an adhesive tape dispenser 
(Figure 4, dispenser 10) which includes an auxiliary roller (Figure 4, third guide roller 37) 
pivotably mounted on the main frame (Figure 4, frame 15), the auxiliary roller being parallel to 
the guide roller (Figure 4, applicating roller 30) and the driven roller (Figure 4, knurled roller 38) 
for holding the tape dispensed from the tape roll. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the adhesive tape dispenser of the references 
as combined to include an auxiliary roller pivotably mounted on the main frame, the auxiliary 
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roller being parallel to the guide roller and the driven roller and positioned below the guide roller 
as suggested by Antonson to facilitate guiding the tape being dispensed from the tape roll. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 4-6 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

10. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
As to Claim 4, the prior art of record to Luhman et al. (US 5,759,342) discloses an 

adhesive tape dispenser (Figure 1, dispenser 15) wherein the main frame comprises a crane 
(Figure 1, crane 20) and a reel (Figure 1, tape hub 26), the main frame having a first frame 
member (Figure 2, frame member 22), a second frame member, and a cutter (Figure 1, tape 
cutting knife 36), the first frame member having a circular hole formed at a rear section of the 
first frame member and a clamp hole (Figure 2, slot 78) formed around the circular hole, the 
second frame member having a top plate (Figure 2, knife support plate 64) and a guard plate 
(Figure 2, slot 66), the top plate being perpendicularly connected with a front top edge of the first 
frame member at an end thereof, the cutter being fixed to the top plate abutting a front end of the 
first frame member, the cutter having a blade portion facing outwards, the reel having a reel body 
(Figure 2, annular surfaces 68 and 70) and a retaining edge (Figure 2, flange 80, leading edge 
81), the reel body being inserted through the circular hole for mounting the tape roll, the 
retaining edge having an ear portion (Figure 2, ear portion 82) corresponding to the clamp hole, 
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the retaining edge engaging against the first frame member and the ear portion engaging the 
clamp hole to secure the reel and the crane together (column 6, lines 1-45). The prior art of 
record does not disclose or provide motivation for an adhesive tape dispenser which includes a 
first frame member having a plurality of clamp holes; a second frame member having two top 
plates and a guard plate, the two top plates being spaced apart and parallel to each other, each of 
the two top plates being perpendicularly connected with a front top edge of the first frame 
member at an end thereof to enable the guard plate to be parallel to the first frame member; and a 
reel having a retaining ridge which extends transversally outwards from an edge of an end of a 
reel body, the retaining ridge having a plurality of ear portions corresponding to the clamp holes. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheryl N Hawkins whose telephone number is (571) 272-1229. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on (517) 272-1226. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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